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13 February 2026 
Committee Secretary 
Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee 
legcon.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
 
 
Dear Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee, 
 
Re: Senate Inquiry into Australia’s offshore processing and resettlement arrangements 
 
Catholic Social Services Australia (CSSA) appreciates the opportunity to provide a submission 
to the Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee Inquiry into Australia’s offshore 
processing and resettlement arrangements. 

CSSA is a member of the Catholic Alliance for People Seeking Asylum (CAPSA), a 
collaborative national alliance of Catholic organisations who advocate for policy changes to 
achieve more just outcomes for people seeking asylum in Australia. CAPSA’s work is 
grounded in Catholic Social Teaching principles: the common good; dignity of the human 
person; subsidiarity and participation; and solidarity. Catholic Social Teaching gives us the 
courage and conviction to be consistent in recognising the dignity of each and every 
individual.  Convened by Jesuit Social Services, CAPSA partners with agencies who work to 
welcome, support and advocate for people seeking refuge and strives to have its advocacy 
initiatives informed by the voices of people with lived experience. 

Bali Process on People Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime 

The ongoing efforts of the Bali Process on People Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and 
Related Transnational Crime (the Bali Process), as outlined in its 2024-2026 Strategic Plan 
and Work Plan, underscore the critical importance of strengthened regional cooperation to 
address complex challenges such as people smuggling, trafficking in persons, and irregular 
migration. The Regional Support Office (RSO) facilitates collaborative initiatives that align 
with member states’ priorities, promoting collective action to enhance refugee protection 
and migration management across the region. However, offshore detention practices risk 
distorting the international protection system by undermining established refugee 
protections and creating barriers to fair asylum processes. We encourage the Australian 
Government to continue engaging actively with the Bali Process framework, leveraging its 
mechanisms to foster cooperative, humane, and effective regional responses to migration 
challenges. 
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We acknowledge the concerns contained in the Report of the Expert Panel on Asylum 
Seekers (August 2012)1 about the necessity of shifting the balance of risk and incentive in 
favour of regular migration pathways and established international protections, while 
actively discouraging people smuggling that can result in appalling loss of life among people 
making irregular voyages to Australia. This approach seeks to protect vulnerable individuals 
and uphold international obligations, while reducing the dangers associated with irregular 
and dangerous sea journeys. 

Deportation of the NZYQ Cohort 

Australia’s strengthened regional cooperation policy settings prioritise strengthening 
governance, human security, climate resilience, and institutional capability across the 
region. Reliance on Pacific nations to host individuals subject to Australia’s migration control 
measures can place disproportionate demands on small administrations, create long-term 
fiscal and service dependencies, and generate domestic sensitivities that may not align with 
partner-led development principles. Such arrangements risk being perceived as shifting 
Australia’s obligations onto smaller neighbours rather than advancing shared regional 
priorities. 

In September 2025, CSSA wrote to the Hon. Tony Burke MP, Minister for Home Affairs, 
Minister for Immigration and Citizenship expressing our concern regarding the Australian 
Government’s decision to re-establish NZYQ cohort asylum-seekers from indefinite 
immigration detention to deportation and resettlement in Nauru. This letter is re-issued in 
the attachment below. 

Where Australia retains decisive influence over transfer, processing or settlement 
outcomes, responsibility for ensuring compliance with international standards cannot be 
displaced and remains attributable to Australia. 

In our response to the treatment of the NZYQ cohort and regarding Australia’s treatment 
towards all refugees and people seeking asylum more broadly, CSSA implores the Australian 
Government to work collaboratively with the Parliament to initiate a fair, humane and 
principled reset of Australia’s treatment of refugees and asylum seekers.  

We stand beside CAPSA’s member organisations in re-affirming our commitment to 
partnering with Government to develop a sustainable and humane alternative to offshore 
detention, and to contribute to the creation of community-based support arrangements. 
  

 
1 Australian Government, Report of the Expert Panel on Asylum Seekers (August 2012). 
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/sites/kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/files/expert-panel-report.pdf 
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About Catholic Social Services Australia  

Our 42 member agencies, with an annual revenue of $1.4 billion, employ a diverse 
workforce over 11,000 staff members to provide a diverse range of services to about half a 
million people annually. These services include aged care, NDIS services, youth work, 
financial counselling, family and relationship support, homelessness services, and 
emergency relief, all aimed at helping the most vulnerable and impoverished in our society. 

Our network operates across more than 900 sites in Australia, including some of the 
nation’s most regional and remote locations. CSSA’s interest in this Review stems from our 
commitment to a fairer, more inclusive Australian society that reflects and supports the 
dignity, equality, and participation of all people.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Dr Jerry Nockles 
Chief Executive Officer 
Catholic Social Services Australia 
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