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Parishes as Centres of Service

1. Inspiration and invitation

2. Parishes and service today

3. Engagement across silos

4. Building a more vibrant future
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A new commandment I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so also you must love one 
another. By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.

John 13: 34, 35



And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 
it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.’

Matthew 25:40 



Love of neighbour, grounded in the 
love of God, is first and foremost a 
responsibility for each individual 
member of the faithful, 

but it is also a responsibility for the 
entire ecclesial community at every 
level: 

from the local community to the 
particular Church and to the Church 
universal in its entirety. 

Deus Caritas Est
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Accepting the first proclamation, 
which invites us to receive God’s love 
and to love him in return with the 
very love which is his gift, brings 
forth in our lives and actions a 
primary and fundamental response: 
to desire, seek and protect the good 
of others.

Pope Francis The Joy of the Gospel 2013
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The parish is the presence of the Church 
in a given territory, an environment for 
hearing God’s word, for growth in the 
Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, 
charitable outreach, worship and 
celebration.
...It is a community of communities, a 
sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink 
in the midst of their journey, and a centre 
of constant missionary outreach. 

Pope Francis The Joy of the Gospel 2013
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Sense of belonging to the parish Per cent

• Strong and growing 37

• Stable 29

• Weakening 10

• Not a strong sense of belonging 22

• Don't know or not applicable 3

Total 100

National Church Life Survey 
Random sample of Mass attenders, 2011
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Outreach activities from Building Stronger Parishes
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St Vincent de Paul Society

Support groups:  Senior, Addiction, Disability

Food banks, soup kitchen

Refugee support

Migrant support

Counselling services

Meals

visitation – home bound, prison, hospital

Social justice group

Monetary support, groceries/hampers



Parishes as Centres of Service
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4. Imagining the future – next steps



See

Awareness & understanding

Judge

Discerning needs and opportunities

Act

Deciding, and doing



• Incremental steps

• Larger initiatives

• Sustaining, growing, renewing

• Cooperation with others



To initiate a congregational service you need:
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a congregation culture that affirms that 
community service activities … are legitimate 
activities …

a key person who has energy and time to give 
to developing the dream

A catalyst that “kick starts” the active interest 
of the congregation in doing something rather 
than ignoring it, only ever talking about it, or 
leaving it to a keen individual.

Bedford 2001 



Role of clergy:
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All data sets reinforced the perception that, 
without the overt support of the clergy 
associated with a congregation, it is all but 
impossible for a congregation to develop, let 
alone sustain, an engagement with its 
community. 

Bedford 2001 





Cooperation with others

• agencies such as Caritas, St Vincent de Paul 
Society, CatholicCare

• other parishes

• other churches in our area

• other organisations and people in the 
community
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This presumes that [the parish] really is in 
contact with the homes and the lives of its 
people, and does not become a useless 
structure out of touch with people or a self-
absorbed group made up of a chosen few. 

We must admit, though, that the call to 
review and renew our parishes has not yet 
sufficed to bring them nearer to people, to 
make them environments of living 
communion and participation, and to make 
them completely mission-oriented. 

Pope Francis The Joy of the Gospel 2013
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Building parish links with Catholic Social 
Services and Agencies.

• Donations, fundraising

• Supporting clients

• volunteer opportunities

• Material goods contributions 

• Membership 

• Participation in programs

• Use of property 
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‘our mission is to shed on the whole world 

the radiance of … God’s love for all, and our 

commitment to love of neighbour.’

(Gaudium et Spes, n 92)



In all humility we will do what we can, 
and in all humility we will entrust the 
rest to the Lord

Deus Caritas Est, n35


